
     
  
 
  
 

A.  Jonah's Second Chance 
 
 
 
 
  1. God's mercy and grace are amazing.  Jonah had blown it and fled from God's call to go to Nineveh.  

  He found himself in a wrong place - from the bottom of a ship, to the bottom of the sea, to hell 
   itself. 
 
  2. "But God" - How often have we blown it, sinned, and found ourselves in the wrong place?  Like: 
 
   a. David - the place of desertion - away from responsibility 
 
   b. Elijah - the place of depression - away from trust, thinking that God has no answers 
 
   c. Samson - the place of delusion - put his life in the hands of a deceiving woman 
 
   d. Lot - the place of drink - away from purity 
 
   e. Prodigal Son - the place of demand - away from wisdom ("give me") 
 
   f. Peter - the place of denial - away from other believers 
 
   g. John Mark - the place of disgrace - away from standing for the truth 
 
   h. Thomas - the place of disbelief & doubt - away from Jesus' promises 
 
   i. Jonah - the place of disobedience 
 
    *Out of these 9 men, God moved with 8 repenting and going on for God.  One did not repent and 
    went on into oblivion!  Lot! 
 
B.  Jonah's Recommissioning 
 
  1. *God tells Jonah, "It is time for you to move on to fulfill my original task that I had called you to do." 
   God says He will tell Jonah what to say. 
 
 

 2. Give Jonah credit.  This time, he gets up and goes!  Jonah seemingly had learned a lesson the hard 
   way. 
 
  3. Nineveh is called that "great city" twice in these two verses.  In Genesis 10-11, we find the story of 
   Babel with its Baal worship.  Nimrod was their leader.  In some encyclopedias, they say Nineveh was 
   the city that Nimrod built to live in.  Nimrod was the source that brought Baal worship to Babel. 
   Nineveh was a great city, but a wicked city. 
 
   

JONAH 3:1-10 

Jonah 3:1 - And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying,  

Jonah 3:2-3 - Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.  
 Jonah 3:3  So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh 

was an exceeding great city of three days' journey.  



   *Remember, there is a great city that God has established - Jerusalem.  Jesus called it the city of the 
   great King in His Sermon on the Mount. 
 
  4. [great city]  Nineveh was 60 miles in circumference and a lot larger than Babylon.  The walls were 
   100 feet high and broad enough to allow 3 chariots to ride abreast.  It had 1500 watch towers and a 

  million inhabitants.  In Jonah 4:11, it says there were 120,000 children in the city. 
 
   a. *These children had not yet reached the age of accountability. 
 
    Jonah 4:11 - And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore  

   thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much 
   cattle?  

 
   b. Note: 
    Deuteronomy 1:39 - Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and your children, 

   which in that day had no knowledge between good and evil, they shall go in thither, and unto  
   them will I give it, and they shall possess it.  

 
    Isaiah 7:16 - For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that 

   thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.  
 
    *There is a place, a time, when a young person comes to accountability in knowing to choose  
    good or evil.  There are 120,000 in Nineveh who had not reached that age yet. 
 
   c. It takes 3 days to walk through the city. 
 
C.  Jonah's Message 
 
  1. Jonah goes into Nineveh, preaching God's message of 8 words!  The message was short and clear. 
 

   *Nineveh also worshipped Dagon the fish god, part man and part fish.  Ironically Jonah (man) was 
   spit out of a fish! 
 
  2. God gave Nineveh 40 days to repent of her wickedness of idolatry and immorality.  Usually there was 
   a language of general use then, as now. 
 
  3. The number 40 is often used in relation to testing.  Examples: 
 

   Genesis 7:17 - And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the 
  ark, and it was lift up above the earth.  

 

   Exodus 24:18 - And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and  
  Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights. 

 
   I Kings 19:8 - And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days 

  and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God.  
 

   Matthew 4:1-2 -  Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.  
   Matt. 4:2  And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.  
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Jonah 3:4 - And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown.  



  4. Also remember, when and wherever Jonah was spit out on dry ground - from the coast to Nineveh 
   was 500 miles.  So Jonah had to travel a great length to get to Nineveh.  So here in Chapter 3 a bit of 

  time had expired. 
 
   a. *More than likely, through the fishermen's telling their story, it spread to Nineveh.  They knew 
    of Jonah.  So there are things that happened behind the verses that we read here.  This is shown by 

   the immediate response from the Ninevites upon hearing Jonah's short sermon of their impending 
   doom! 

 
   b. Remember Rahab:  
    Joshua 2:9-11 - And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and 

   that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.  
    Joshua 2:10  For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when 

   ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other 
   side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.  Joshua 2:11  And as soon as we had heard 
   these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because 
   of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath.  

 
D.  The People's Reaction 
 
  1. This was the shortest message with the greatest response!  As Jonah went through the city he   

  preached that, because of their wickedness, they would be destroyed in 40 days unless they believed 
  and  repented.  This message spread. 

 
  2. The people heard Jonah, but they believed God Who was behind the message.  Nowhere do we read in

  the Bible that one servant of God was used of God to get such a response.  The whole city believed 
   God! 
 
  3. Side note:  Again this pictures Israel.  The problem was not that the Gentiles wouldn't believe, but it 
   was that the Israelites had not/would not take the message of God to them! 
 
  4. By calling for a fast, sackcloth and ashes, it shows evidence of grief over their sins.  It is reasonable 
   that they thought:  Why would God send a prophet to warn us?  If God wanted to, He could have 
   destroyed us outright, leaving us to continue in sin.  Also, why does God leave us 40 days between 
   the message and the punishment?  Evidently God is extending to us an opportunity to turn to Him and 
   prevent our coming doom.  **No one waited for the king's orders! 
 
E.  The King's Response  
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Jonah 3:5 -  So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them.  

Jonah 3:6-9 - For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe 
from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  Jonah 3:7  And he caused it to be pro-
claimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:  Jonah 3:8  But let 
man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one 
from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.  Jonah 3:9  Who can tell if God will 
turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?  



  1. When Jonah's message and the people's response hit the palace, the king and nobles do likewise.   
   There was no delay, no disbelief, but only readiness to comply with God and His message of repent

  or perish.  To the king's credit, he made repentance the law of the land, with humility before   
  Almighty God - from man to animal. 

 
   *In the same hour of repentance, the king and people were on the same level. 
 
  2. This was a God-moving revival.  This move was proven by the power of the Holy Spirit to the hearts

  of the pagan Ninevites.  The whole city of adults repented and believed God. 
 
   *This is just like us when we are saved! 
 
   II Thessalonians 2:13 -  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of 

  the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 
  Spirit and belief of the truth:  

 
  3. The lesson here in Jonah is that God looks for and honors a broken and contrite heart: 
 
   Psalm 34:18 - The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a  

  contrite spirit.  
 
  4. Jesus said in Luke 11:32 -  The men of Nineve shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and 

  shall condemn it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 
 
F.  God's Response  
 
  

 1. We have seen Jonah repent, the people and king repent, now we see that God repents.  He repented

  of the punishment He had warned them of, and He did not do it.  Their actions, led by their hearts of 
   faith, moved God's heart to delay His judgment on that generation of Nineveh. 
 
  2. As believers today, our understanding of God (through His Word) is that God is immutable,  
   changeless, consistent, the same yesterday - today - and tomorrow in Who He is, His being, and 

  His attributes.  He is always God, unchanging in His existence and character. 
 
   Note:  We did not say that God is immutable or unchanging in His working in relationship to mankind 
   (Galatians 6:6-7). 
 
  3. God is omnipotent (all powerful), allowing Him to intervene in the affairs of men.  He puts down and 
   He raises up individuals.  He interacts with man and does, at times, change the way He deals with  

  man based upon how we deal with Him. 
 
   a. Examples:  Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Enoch, Noah, Babel, Abraham, Moses & Israelites, 
    good and bad judges and kings, David when good and bad, prophets and religious leaders, Little 
    Flock and Israel's leaders, apostles, Paul, and believers today. 
 
   b. **So here in Jonah, God repents-changes from wrath to grace concerning the Ninevites at this 
    time. 
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Jonah 3:10 - And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, 
that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.  



  4. When we are born, we are in Adam - under Satan and under God's wrath.  But when we come to faith 
   in Christ, God changes in how He deals with us because now we are His children-adopted into His 
   family. 
 
   *The truth is God is not capable of changing His nature of Who He is.  God is God, always has been 
   and always will be God. 
 
  5. Notice again how this works: 
 
   a. I Samuel 15:11, 35 -  It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from 

   following me, and hath not performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried 
   unto the LORD all night. 1Sam. 15:35  And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his 
   death: nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul: and the LORD repented that he had made Saul  
   king over Israel.  

 
    *God repented-changed in how He dealt with Saul. 
 
   b. I Samuel 15:29 - And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is not a man, that he 

   should repent.  
 
    *Again, the Lord never changes in His nature-character-or being God, that He would need to 
    repent of that.  He cannot lie - Titus 1:9. 
 
  6. We can go from circumcision to baptism, to prophecy, and to mystery.  God does change in how He 
   deals with man and believers.  But none of these require a change in the being or nature of God. 
 
   a. *Also, the way God deals with changing is when man changes his behavior and repents! 
 
   b. The Ninevites repented, believed, and changed their wickedness - so God removed the punish- 
    ment coming to them. 
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